64                              LITERATURE

The Old-Javanese literature is marked by several important
characteristics. Its poetry follows rules of Sanskrit metre, its
subject-matter is derived mainly from Indian literature, and it
has a strong predilection for using Sanskrit words and quoting
Sanskrit verses. But even in subject-matter the deviation
from the Sanskrit original is often considerable. We know
that in India itself there were many local versions of Indian
epic tales, and so it is difficult to say how far the difference
in the Old-Javanese literature may be ascribed to this fact.
Another factor may be looked for in the indigenous influence,
but our complete lack of knowledge of the pre-Hindu literature
in Java or other neighbouring islands1 prevents us from
estimating it at its proper worth.

As already said above, the beginnings of this literature
may be traced to the period when Central Java was the
political centre of the island. The earliest book that we may
definitely refer to this period is an Old-Javanese version of a
Sanskrit work, Amaramala,2 which like Sanskrit Amarakosa,
and other Indian lexicons, contains synonyms of different gods,
goddesses, and other animate and inanimate objects. This
work was written under the patronage of king Jitendra of the
Sailendra dynasty. Unfortunately this king is not known
from other sources, and so we cannot trace his relationship
to other kings of this well-known dynasty of Central Java.

Another work which may perhaps be ascribed to the same
period is Sang hyang Kamahayanikan, a Mahayana text, to
which detailed reference will be made in connection with
Mahayana Buddhism in the next chapter.

According to Poerbatjaraka the composition of the
Old-Javanese Ramayana has also to be referred to the same
period.3 This is one of the best and most famous works of
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